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Bacteria TMDL for the Los Bacteria TMDL for the Los 
Angeles RiverAngeles River

What is a What is a StrawmanStrawman??

•• TMDL ApproachTMDL Approach

•• Key FeaturesKey Features
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Los Angeles River WatershedLos Angeles River Watershed

LA River LA River 
Watershed Watershed 
and and 
ReachesReaches

10435Enterococcus

400200Fecal

10,000 or 1,000 if 
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1,000TotalMarine 
Waters 

Designated 
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235126E. Coli
400200FecalFresh 

Waters 
Designated 
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Geometric 
Mean 

(per 100ml)

ParameterWaterbody

Basin Plan Water Quality ObjectivesBasin Plan Water Quality Objectives
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• REC2 (Non Water Contact Recreation)REC2 (Non Water Contact Recreation): Fecal : Fecal coliformcoliform
not to exceed 2,000 MPN/100ml (based on a minimum not to exceed 2,000 MPN/100ml (based on a minimum 
of four samples for any 30of four samples for any 30--day period)day period) and not more and not more 
10% samples collected during any 3010% samples collected during any 30--day period day period 
exceed than 4,000 MPN/100ml at any timeexceed than 4,000 MPN/100ml at any time

Basin Plan Water Quality ObjectivesBasin Plan Water Quality Objectives

High Flow SuspensionHigh Flow Suspension

•• Suspension of RECSuspension of REC--1 and REC1 and REC--2 beneficial uses and the 2 beneficial uses and the 
associated bacteriological objectives set to protect those associated bacteriological objectives set to protect those 
activitiesactivities

•• Applies on days with rainfall greater than or equal to Applies on days with rainfall greater than or equal to ½½
inch and the 24 hours following the end of the inch and the 24 hours following the end of the ½½--inch or inch or 
greater rain event, as measured at the nearest local rain greater rain event, as measured at the nearest local rain 
gauge, using local Doppler radar, or using widely gauge, using local Doppler radar, or using widely 
accepted rainfall estimation methodsaccepted rainfall estimation methods

•• Applies to engineered channels, defined as inland Applies to engineered channels, defined as inland 
flowing surface water bodies with a box, Vflowing surface water bodies with a box, V--shaped or shaped or 
trapezoidal configuration that have been lined on the trapezoidal configuration that have been lined on the 
sides and/or bottom with concretesides and/or bottom with concrete

Summary of Available Data for Summary of Available Data for 
Bacteria TMDL for the Los Bacteria TMDL for the Los 

Angeles RiverAngeles River
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GeoDatabaseGeoDatabase: GIS data list: GIS data list

Available

• City and County boundaries (Extent LA County)

• State assembly boundaries (Extent state of California)

• State Senate district boundaries (Extent state of 
California)

• State congressional district boundaries (Extent state of 
California)

Political 
Boundaries

Available
(Extent LA City)

• Original parcel boundaries from the City of LAParcels

Available
(Extent LA 
County)

• Original landuse boundaries
• Processed landuse overlaid with city boundaries
• Landuse boundaries with impervious info

Landuse

Available• Location of potential water demand pointsDemand 
Points

Available 
(Extent LA 
County)

• Original census boundaries
• Low/moderate income info by census tracts
• Processed census tracts overlaid with watershed 

boundaries

Census

StatusData DescriptionCategory

GeoDatabaseGeoDatabase: GIS data list: GIS data list

Available• Sample locations along the LA RiverSample 
Locations

Available• LA River watershed boundaries with sub-
watersheds

Watershed

Available
(Extent LA County)• Water bodiesWater Bodies

Available
(Extent City of LA)

• Storm drains and storm drain inlets 
• Water supply locations
• Wastewater treatment plants

Utility

Available
• City boundaries
• Major and minor streets
• Freeways and highways

Thomas 
Brother’s 
street dataset

Available (Extent 
LA County)

• Original soil type boundaries
• Lookup tables for infiltration capabilities
• Soil boundaries clipped to watershed areas 

Soils

StatusData DescriptionCategory

Monitoring LocationsMonitoring Locations
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Agency 
Monitoring 
Program 

Dataset 
Period of  
Record 

Measured 
Parameters 
Parameters 

Approx. 
Sampling 
Frequency 

Number 
of Sites 

Monitoring 
Site Names 

City of LA Bureau of 
Sanitation – 
Watershed Protection 
Division 

Status and Trends 2001 - Ongoing Total Coliform 
E. coli 
Enterococcus 
Flow Estimate 

3x/month 8 White Oak Ave. 
Sepulveda Blvd. 
Tujunga Ave. 
Colorado Blvd. 
Figueroa St. 
Washington Blvd. 
Rosecrans Ave.  
Willow St. 

1998 – Ongoing Total Coliform 
Fecal Coliform 

1x/day 3 R-4 
R-5 
R-7 

City of LA  
Glendale Water  
Reclamation Project 

NPDES Permit  
 

July 1997 to 
Oct. 1998 

Total Coliform 
Fecal Coliform 

1x/week 1 R-6 

1998 – Ongoing Total Coliform 
Fecal Coliform 

1x/day 3 R-7 
R-8 
R-9 

July 1997 to  
Dec. 2003 

Total Coliform 1x/week 3 W-C  
W-D  
W-E  

City of LA  
Donald C.  
Tillman Water 
Reclamation Plant 

NPDES Permit  
 

July 1997 to 
Oct. 1998 

Total Coliform 1x/week 1 R-2 

LA County 
Department  
of Public Works 

MS4 Permit  
 

Nov. 1997 to  
Apr. 2003 

Total Coliform 
Fecal Coliform 

Storm Events 1 S10 (Reach 1) 

Southern California 
Coastal Water 
Research Program 

Snapshot  
Study 

September 2000 
July 2001 

Total Coliform 
Enterococcus 
E. coli 
Flow Estimate 

One Event 127 Outfalls 
10 Mainstem 
7 Tributaries 

Many 

 

Compiled Bacteria Monitoring Datasets Compiled Bacteria Monitoring Datasets 
for the for the MainstemMainstem LA RiverLA River

Agency 
Monitoring 
Program 

Dataset 
Period of  
Record 

Measured 
Parameters 

Approx. 
Sampling 
Frequency 

Number 
of Sites 

Monitoring 
Site Names 

Status and Trends 2002 - 
Ongoing 

Total Coliform 
E. coli 
Enterococcus 
Flow Estimate 

1x/month 10 Headwaters @ Winnetka Ave. 
Aliso Canyon @ Wilbur Ave. 
Caballero Creek 
Bull Creek @ Victory Blvd. 
Tujunga Wash @ Moorpark St. 
Burbank Western @ Riverside Dr. 
Verdugo Wash @ Fairmont Ave. 
Arroyo Seco @ San Fernando Rd. 
Rio Hondo@ Garfield Ave. 
Compton Creek @ Del Amo Blvd. 

Sept. 1999 Fecal Coliform 1x/week 3 R7 Sepulveda Basin 
R8 Tujunga Wash 
R9 Aliso Canyon Wash 
 

City of LA Bureau 
of Sanitation – 
Watershed 
Protection Division 

2002 Regional 
Water Quality 
Assessment 
Update of 303(d) 
List for LA 
Region 

July 1997 to  
August 2000 

Total Coliform 
Fecal Coliform 

1x/week 1 R4 Verdugo Wash 

LA County 
Department of 
Public Works 

MS4 Permit  
 

Aug. to 
Sept. 2005  
(5 weeks) 

Total Coliform 
Fecal Coliform 
E. coli 
Flow Estimate 

1x/week 10 N_1 LAR @ Wardlow Road 
N_2 Rio Hondo @ LAR 
N_3 Project 14 @ LAR 
N_4 Project 5202@Arroyo Seco 
N_5 Arroyo Seco @ Project 5202 
N_6 Verdugo Wash @ Jackson St. 
N_7 Burbank Western@Peyton St. 
N_8 Tujunga Wash @ Moorpark Rd. 
N_9 Bull Creek @ Victory Blvd. 
N_10 Aliso Creek @ Saticoy 

City of LA Donald 
C. Tillman WaterRP 

NPDES Permit 
 

July 1997 to  
Dec. 2003 

Total Coliform 1x/week 1 W-B Haskell Flood Control Channel 

 

Compiled Bacteria Monitoring Datasets Compiled Bacteria Monitoring Datasets 
for LA River Tributariesfor LA River Tributaries

Agency 

Dataset 
Period of  
Record 

Measured 
Parameters 

Approx. 
Sampling 
Frequency 

Number 
of Sites 

Monitoring 
Site Names 

Friends of the 
Los Angeles 
River (FoLAR) 

April 2003 
to 
December 
2004 

Total Coliform 
E. coli 
Enterococcus 
pH, temperature, TDS, 
nutrients, dissolved oxygen, 
turbidity 

1x/month; 
with some 
gaps 

22 LAR @ Owensmouth Ave 
LAR @ Reseda Blvd. 
LAR @ White Oak Ave 
LAR @ Balboa Blvd. 
LAR @ Coldwater Cyn. Ave. 
Tujunga Wash @ Moorpark St. 
Tujunga Wash @ Tonopah St. 
Arroyo Verdugo 
LAR @ Bette Davis Picnic Area 
LAR @ Los Feliz Blvd. 
LAR @ Fletcher Dr. 
LAR @ Riverdale Ave. 
LAR @ Oros St. 
Arroyo Seco @ Griffin Ave. 
LAR @ District Blvd. 
LAR @ Gage Ave. 
LAR @ Imperial Hwy. 
LAR @ Oregon Ave. 
Compton Creek 
LAR @ Wardlow Rd. 
LAR @ Willow St. 
LAR @ Los Feliz Blvd. 
LAR mouth 

Southern 
California Marine 
Institute (SCMI) 

Dec. 1997 
to  
May 2005 

Total Coliform, E. coli 
Enterococcus, pH, TDS, 
temperature, nutrients, DO, 
turbidity, salinity, phenols, 
secchi depth 

1x/month; 
with several 
gaps 

2 LAR @ Willow 
LA River mouth 

Other Datasets for LA River/TributariesOther Datasets for LA River/Tributaries
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FoLARFoLAR -- Monitoring SitesMonitoring Sites

Additional Information/Data SourcesAdditional Information/Data Sources

•• L.A.L.A. Regional Water Quality Control Regional Water Quality Control 
BoardBoard

•• Arroyo Seco FoundationArroyo Seco Foundation
•• The River ProjectThe River Project
•• USEPAUSEPA
•• Others?Others?
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